A Carpenter’s Rule:  Joseph wrestles with the guilt and shame of his dilemma with Mary only to find himself fighting with God; The traditional Christmas story from the perspective of a young man angry and in love.

All Strung Up:  A woman working in retail can’t get a string of Christmas lights to work only to be gently reminded that her bad attitude is keeping her light from shining in the workplace;  a sketch about finding joy in the season.
Black Friday:  Ever get those letters at Christmas that bring glad tidings from loved ones only to make you think you’re life is a wreck?  This sketch reminds us that regardless of our situation, we all have much to be thankful for.
Comfortable with Joy:  A family of three joins in the congregational singing of the traditional hymn, “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”.  But what we hear is what they are thinking and not the words of the hymn.  So much drama in one short song!  What are these people thinking anyway?
The Innkeeper’s Wife:  She’s dutiful and hard working. But success in the inn-business comes with a certain savvy and building clientele requires maintaining certain standards…like keeping the rift-raft away.   What will people say with vagabonds in the stable? This is a behind-the-scenes look at the innkeeper’s dilemma from the perspective of the woman in charge.
Mary’s Moment:  A monologue that de-mystifies the moment of the annunciation.  Mary was young and innocent and the task before here was dangerous and overwhelming.  In that moment of crisis, what would prevail; faith or fear?  Either way, it wouldn’t be easy.

Second Chances:  What’s the greatest gift anyone’s ever given you at Christmas?  What about three seconds?  What would you do with it and how would you spend it? This sketch is a powerful reading by three players about the greatest gift of all. (Suitable for ensembles and choirs, too.)
The Shepherd: Can you be changed?  Do you believe in the power of transformation? A shepherd’s life is out of control until he comes face-to-face with God in a manger.  Now, if God can change that much for you….

Silent Night:  A daughter visiting her mother on Christmas Eve remembers the joy of Christmas Eve’s gone by while the mother, ravaged by the disease of Alzheimer’s, remembers no more.  But the sound of music in the air stirs a distant memory and a miracle.   

Simeon:  A monologue by the man in scripture who most epitomizes the true nature of Advent.  He waited expectantly every day for the Messiah to appear. Each day he woke up thinking, ‘today the promise of God will be fulfilled and I will see God.’   How would your life be different if you lived each day thinking that Jesus was coming back today?  How different would your life be if you believed God fulfilled his promised to you every day?
The Christmas Narrative:  A staged reading of the birth of Christ from portions of Matthew and Luke to be performed from within the congregation; a dynamic approach to bringing God’s Word to life in the midst of the people.  This can also be used as the framework to incorporate several monologues from this collection as well as the addition of a choir.
The Red Zone:  Gift giving can be tough; especially for those you love the most.  It’s like being in the infamous red zone in football, where scoring gets harder the closer you get to the goal.  In this sketch a father tries to give his grown son some pointers while they play Yahtzee.

Two Minute Drill:  A couple from Pittsburgh try working through their plans for Christmas day, but they seem to be going in different directions.  Perhaps a little more teamwork is the goal.  Add a referee, color commentators, and penalty flags and we have a real game going on!  A tragedy-comedy about the added stress that Christmas can bring.

Walking in Darkness: Peace on earth and goodwill towards men is still a long way off even 2,000 years after the birth of Christ.  Matthew 10:34 says, “I did not come to bring peace, but a sword!” The power of these words is captured in this sketch about two brothers who get caught in the crosshairs of Christmas. The birth of the Messiah brings two brothers together after an awkward separation; one is a wayward shepherd that tends a small flock in the hills of Judea and other a respected innkeeper from Bethlehem.  Peace on earth and goodwill towards men is still a long way off; a sketch about hard-heartedness and pride.
